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God, Christianity &
Halloween 6

October 2009

Welcome...

We are the New Testament Church of God, situated at 7
Compton Street right here in Chesterfield near the football
ground.

We want to invite you to come and visit us.
We worship each Sunday at 10:15am for Sunday school,

11:30 for Morning Worship and 6:30pm for Evening Worship.

On Tuesday mornings we meetfor prayer & Fasting from
11am and on Tuesday evenings for Prayer and Bible Study
from 7.30pm

Please feel free to come and join us.
A warm welcome awaits you!

You can print these pages if you wish to but it must be for your personal

use only. Permission has been given to use the articleson the pages inside.

If you wish to print, please foll ow the link s and print direct ly from the
lin ked webpage.
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On these pages you will find alternatives to celebrating odHalloween €

Four Family Fun Christian Halloween Alternatives!

Throw A Kingdom Kids Party! While Halloween celebrates
death and demonic spirits, why not throw a party for your kids
celebrating life and the King of Kings!

Traditionally, many churches throw Harvest parties each year as a
safe alternative to Halloween. But, with princesses and kn
being such a huge fad, why not do something a little different?

Make Witnessing Your family's Christian Halloween
Alternative! Halloween is the perfect opportunity for you to
teach your children how to share their faith in a fun way! There
are sever al ways that you can do this.

|l t6s Better to Give Than Recei
If your kids are just determined to go door to door on October
31st, do something a bit different.

Make Playing Dress -Up A Regular Event! One reason so many
children get excited about Hallowee n is because they get to play

dress -up. Every one they meet makes a huge fuss over how they
look in their fun costumes. Instead, give your kids a chance to
use their imagination all year round!

| hope that these Christian Halloween alternatives spark your creativity.
Dondét forget to take t he rkidswmewadotlOTe x pl a

celebrate Halloween. When you explain your godly decisions, it helps
them to make more on their own in the future. .........

Read this article in full here

The purpose of the Christian Halloween Family Bible Lesson is to
open up a dialog between you and your children concerning this
dangerous day. The Lesson gives you a quick Halloween history
lesson , God's un changing viewpoint, and even discussion
guestions to spark conversation ~ ............

The read more of the article on Christian-Halloween

Courtesy of hem -of-his-garment -bible -study.org ©

All credits & rights reserved to  http://www.hem _ -of-his-garment -

bible -study.org/Christian  -Halloween - alternatives.html
~ 2~
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Should | Celebrate Halloween? O

Az
7N
Dr. John Barnett \lz
7N

Discover the Book Az
7N

"Let everyone who names the Name" Paul said, avoid iniquity. Is Halloween a celebratio \:/
of iniquity? Read on anidge for yourself!

Az
7N
Here are some quotes from what many different people have said over the years Az
concerning the celebration of Halloween. :::
N
Someone once said, "For a Christian to celebrate Halloween would be as proper as a \:/
Holocaust survivor trying to celedite Hitler's birthday.” Yet so many believers continue to N
do so without considering what they are doing. Excited children masquerading as witche ,.(
ghosts, goblins, skeletons, demons, and other grotesque characters skipping through thiaiz
neighborhood knockgone doors changing "trick or treat” while holding out a sack in N

which one is to drop a piece of candy or other goodies...the party at school, or church, o017, /.\

Sunday School where they bob for apples, tell fortunes, or go through "haunted %’é
houses"...decoratis of jacko-lanterns, witches on brooms and black cats with arched \:/
backs...IT'S "HALLOWEEN'™ one of the strangesdhys of the year. 7N

Nz

The word evokes a number of responses. Every year as October rolls around, there are
those that look forward to it witbxcitementand those thatringe and wish it weren't <
there. Somargueviolently against it, somgawnbecause they've heard it all before, may iz
just look the other way and go ahead with it. Some view it abamination while many N
others view it as harmless tradition What is Halloween, or Samhain? What does it 7.%
represent? And, what should the Christian think about it, if anything? %:é

Where did this fast growing American tradition come from? History provides the answers :\

The pagans believed that on one nighthe year the souls of the dead returned to their /:\
original homes. "There was a prevailing belief among all nations that at death the souls (alz
good men were taken possession of by good spirits and carried to paradise, but the soul O}
wicked men were lefito wander in the space between the earth and moon, or consigned t /.(
the unseen world. These wandering spirits were in the habit of haunting the living...but Nz
there were means by which these ghosts might be exorcised." N

Al
7N
To exorcise these ghosts, that is,reefyourself from their supposed evil sway, you would iz
have to set out foodgive the demons a treaind proved shelter for them during the ’:‘

night. If they were satisfied with your treat, it was believed they would leave you in peacez <
If food and sheltewere not provided, or if they were not satisfied, these spirits, it was Az
believed, would "trick" you by casting an evil spell on you and cause havoc. :::
7N
Az
7N
Al
7N
-3~ %
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So Where Did The Elements Of Halloween Come From? 7N
. 3K
Trick Or Treat. \/
7N

"The modern custom of Trier-Tred' began in Ireland hundreds of years ago. A group -}:é
of farmers went from house to house begging food for the village Halloween festivities in yy,

the name of their ancient gods. Good luck was promised to generous donors, and threat 71N

were made against those wivould not give.'3 Thus these ancient pagan traditions -}:é
continue today as youngsters, masquerading as ghosts, skeletons, and demonsage "trick i,
treating”- begging in a sense for food while promising to refrain from evil deeds... 7N
%
October 31% N2
ZIN

Though itwas the Roman Catholic church who designated the October 31st date as All 3&
Hallow's Eve, or "eve of the holy one's day," in prelude to their November 1st All Saints' iz

Day, it was earlier pagan peoples who gave the annual holiday the sinister meaning and 7"
o o Az
traditions it still holds. 7N

It is obvious that the elements, symbols, and traditions of the Halloween observance witl%.t
its emphasis upon goblins and demons, witches and skeletons, ghosts and apparitions ;04
rising from cemeteries constitute a dabbling with the Weinygs, which Scripture forbids

.o 8 . . |
to God's people and an open invitation to demonic activity. (Deuteronomy-138;1@v 9.5
19:31) Alz
ZIN
It is at this point that many will say, "But we don't worship demons on Halloween. It %:é

doesn't mean the same thing today as iirditie past. It's now just a harmless, innocent iz
time of fun for the children and the young people." 7

Yet, history clearly shows that Halloween is unmistakably a "religious" (pagan and Alg
Roman) holiday. Religion is the adoration, obedience, and service edridethe object of
one's worship. It presupposes profession, practice, or observance of whatever belief anc%.t
practice- in this case Halloweenas required by some superior authority. It is indisputably N2
clear that Halloween is NOT commanded or sanctidnyedehovah Godthe true 7!

Christian's Superior, Authorityin the Scriptures. 9:5

Az
What Should We Do? :::
Sadly enough, the biggest opposition to what has been said invariably comes from Withir7:t
professing Christendom. The witches, the occultists, and the seautaes all freely call 9.%
it like it is. Note the following quotation from a contemporary witch. "Most of Az
Christianity's holy days have their basis in pagan ritual. | get myself into a lot of hot wate :::
when | remind American Christians of that fact. No maitertrue. But the level of 7N
tolerance is rising." é:é

If we believe God's Word, then witchcraft is something that exists and is hated by God. I 7<
is an abomination. All occult practices are, and they are under the divine condemnation iz
and wrath of the etern@od. Should the redeemed of God, His children, have anything to
do with that which presents Satan? Should children who "are an heritage of the Lord" 7
(Psalm 127:3) be dressed up like witches and ghosts and goblins in light of God's Al
displeasure? 1 Thessalans 5:22 says, "Abstain from all appearance of evil." The

Amplified Bible puts it this way, "Abstain from ewlshrink from it and keep aloof from it 9:5
- in whatever form or whatever kind it may be." %:é
-4~ %
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A\
The true child of God should be identified with the panel holy Jesus Christ. With "love, 71N
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance..." (Galati3'<

. . i BN . 7N
5:22-23), not with the powers of darkness and evil. The witch, earlier in this article, clearlj_’_\..i
states that it's their holidayyeir celebration. History bears that out. Christians, have 7N
nothing to do with this. It can only lBshonouringo the name of our Lord. -}:é

Today Halloween is the highest of all celebrations for Satan worshippers, witches and th ‘>0\
occult. Christians need to be warned so they can take heed and obey the Word of God. 3¢
apostle Paul wrote, "Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, sietithexpose s
them" (Eph. 5:11). "Abstain from all appearances of evil' (1 Thes. 5:22). "Whatever you 7\
do, do all to the glory of God" (1 Corinthians 10:31). A4

For more resources, visit our websitenaiw.discoverthebook.orq 7N

Original publication dateOctober 21, 2009 7N\

Copyright © 2009, Crosswalk.com. All rights reserved. Article Images Copyright © 2009
Jupiterlmages Corporation. 7N
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